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Structure of a double
card with pre-paid reply
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1851 — 187/8:
THE ORIGINS OF

THE PRE-PAID REPLY CAR

IN INTERNATIONAL MAIL

D




Origins of the pre-paid reply card in
Infernation maill

Prepaid reply cards
in international mail

=

International o Prepaid Harmonized

Postcard use reply L+ rates



1851: Early tAnnouncement Cardy
send at prinfed matter rate

_ SOCIETE DES ARTS. f
CLASSE D‘INDUSTBIE ET DE COMMERCE.

La Classe est convoquée powr le Lundi 9 Juin, @ 6 *f h. du soir,
dans le local provisoire de la Société, rue des Chanoines 125,

an '1” (,Eage (La séance souvrira @ 7 h. précises.)

’If“‘
R 6 o ORDRE DU JOUR.
‘l.\llﬁ.mn}{:@e res nouveaux, de 6 heures et demie a 7 heures.
an}()lt deAa Commission sar une médaille.

Rapports”et Communications.
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1868: Prussian PO introduced «Open
Cardsy af reduced rate
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_

1869 Austria & Hungary introduce
domestic postal stationary postcard

A A T O

SRR

QRO G A ARG A RN A LR RS R RS R O R SRy

,‘_J‘iflﬁfmirgi.'r-l.‘ﬁﬁm“fl;‘t‘,_:g.‘;. 1

e %“f‘:m eresers

.. becomes a «bestseller», several million printed

Postal administration |Type of card Date of 1st
issue

Norddeutscher Formular card June 1870
Postbezirk

Bavaria Formular card July 1870
Wurttemberg Postal stationary |July 1870

Baden Formular card August 1870
France Formular card September 1870
Luxemburg Formular card September 1870
Switzerland Postal stationary | October 1870

Great Britain

Postal stationary

October 1870

Ottoman Empire

Formular card

December 1870

.. many other follow ... fast ...




Postcards in infernational mail

'gi’oﬂ g?:arte,

“(Bum fdriftligen Bert R ber Einkr
um ﬂdmnx%l 2;:2;{::: a?;naugnb& gutese:s Blmytmt)

AR e R i Postcard often only admissable at letter rate:

Austria allows postcards in international mail in W iEerl e 50 Hellghinn It 167

August 1870 (only to selected countries)



Early forms of replys




Early Pre-paid reply

The Editor of e

“The Opford Biocesan Calenden,”
Care of Messvs. PARKER AND CO. ~
BROAD-STREET,

¢
)

OX FORD.

¥ f,
% 5

. _ P

Folded letter with preprinted return adress and
pre-payment — UK 1883
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Herrn Emil Jaeckel

BERILIN,

Neue Kinigs-Strasse No. 42.

P
\ %? /‘///z/é’é[/[/z’ &}./Z Der Unterzeichnete bestellt:

Anker Mostrich & Thlr.
Dtzd. Fl. W R et
Fass Russische Sardinen . . . .&

Stralsunder Kriuter-Heringe . &

DATUM Name:

luut Poststempel,

Folded double card. Postage still needs to be affixed for Rl LT
return, but adresse promises reimburseent —
North German Postal District 1869




Harmonized rates (GPU 1875)

Not harmonized yet -
Switzerland — France at 30 c letterrate

(France did not sign the GPU convention effective

01.01.1876)
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Harmonized before UPU -
Switzerland — USA at 10 ¢ postcard rate

(rate effective by 01.05.1874, later adopted by GPU)




Int’l Reply Cards

1871:

THE GERMAN AGREEMENT

ST REPLY CARD
15T CROSS ADMINISTRATIONAL USAGE




1t Reply cards in Germany:
Reichspost, Bavaria & Wurttember

F DBetlin, December 23, 1871.
Notice

QAccording to § 14 of the poftal regulationf of November 30, 1871, from
Sanuary 1, 1872 onwardf, cotrefpondence cardf with paid reply are introduced for
mailing within the Serman Reich. Fot thefe cotrefpondence cardf fpecial formf ate
iffued to be obtained from all poft officef of the Reich, of which the fecond half ferve
af a reply. The pre-paid fee for the meffage and the reply tafen together if, without
diftinction of diftance, are 2 Silbergrofchen or 6 Kreuger. The addrefiee, thif if the
petfon who baf been affed to reply, can mail the part of the card, without regard to
the currency of the poftal ftamp, af a franfed correfpondence card.

Sollowing the above mentioned notice of today concerning the introduction of
paid-teply cotrefpondence cardf, the following if ftated:

1) Zhe poftal ftamp on the fecond part of the form if to be cancelled only if thif
balf if ufed af a reply.

2)  3n the traffic with Bavaria and Wurttemberg the ufe of the fecond part of the
form af a refponfe to another poft areaf, e.g. for the return on a correfpondence
catd, which originated from Betlin and waf addreffed to Munich, the fending
poftal adminiftration (in thif cafe Bavaria) fettlef the poftage rate for a fimple

L franfed letter af requirement unbder No. 1 of the poftcard.




15t cross administrational usage:
Stamps/incipia valid, if posted on
reply card

ouniaglid

Reichspost returned to Bavaria Reichspost returned to Wiirttemberg



Again many other follow ... but for

domestic use only

NN

Briefkaart.

<
(QPORUITBETAALD ANTWOORD. )

//// s 'ff" .....
..................................................... //f/

T

| Rsta: 2o gue dibe acribive v fiard e o rovers & ind frmadds por o remiteite> (§

B e S N N N

(512 5555 GGG G2 G2 2 57 G G G5 G5

Postal administration Type of card Date of 1st issue

Germany (Reichspost) Formular card January 1872
: Bavaria Formular card January 1872
/ L Wurttemberg Postal stationary | February 1872
Y/ Netherlands Postal stationary April 1872
/ // ///j/ﬂ becole ) Belgium Postal stationary January 1873
/ : Sweden Postal stationary January 1873
L//f/él/"'w'/ ‘/5’6/1/” }, Luxemburg Formular card February 1873
Serbia Postal stationary 1873
Italy Postal stationary January 1874
Switzerland Postal stationary April 1874
Dutch East Indies Postal stationary April 1874
Spain Postal stationary December 1874




1t frue «internationaly usoges

Agreement Date
Luxemburg «German Agreement» | 01.02.1873
Belgium - The | «Belgian-Dutch- 15.12.1873
Netherlands Agreement»

Romania «German Agreement» | 15.04.1874
Belgium «German Agreement» | 21.06.1875
Heligoland «German Agreement» | 1876 (no official

announcement, just indirect
notes)

HELIGOLAND POST-0FFICE. 5t

Post-Carp. PosT-KARTE.
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Ist true «international reply card: The
Netherlands for use with Belgium - used
March 1874

Ist reply card in the British Empire — The «1876 Heligoland Card»
- more or less a private hobby of the postmaster ...



Int’l Reply Cards

1879-1885:

IE UPU «OPTIONALY AGREEMENT




UPU Paris Congress 1878:
Pre-paid reply cards admited in
Infernational mail on voluntary basis

r

PpsT \Rlﬂﬁt&ﬁs‘ LBy N | [Date | Participatingcountries ______________|
; a.f{u of =Bexa | 01.04.1879 Argentina
'. A = : Belgium
o < France

German Imperial Post, also representating
Bavaria, Heligoland and Wiirttemberg
Italy

Luxemburg

Norway

Portugal

Romania

ISpain

Switzerland

[The Netherlands

Germany is one of the founding members



1879 — 1886: more and more
countries join the «Optionaly
agreement
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_ WELTPOST-VEREIN(UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE),
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BORRESPONDENE-HOARTE (GARTE R0STALE).
(ADMINISTRATION D’AUTRICHE.)

ANTWORT (REPONSE).
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Austria joins 01.08.1880

| Date | Participating countries

01.08.1880

Austria and Hungary

01.01.1881

(Ottoman Empire (Turkey)

06.01.1882

Dominican Republic, Paraguay

09.03.1882

Colombia

11.03.1882

Honduras

12.07.1882

Curacao

01.01.1883

Great Britain

01.03.1883

Chile

01.04.1883

Sweden

16.05.1883

Costa Rica

01.06.1883

Bahamas

23.06.1883

Lagos (Nigeria)

01.07.1883

Denmark and its Colonies

03.07.1883

Dutch Guiana (Surinam)

13.07.1883

Greece

15.06.1883

Uamaica

15.08.1883

ISt. Lucia, Faeroe Islands, Greenland (both Danish),
Guatemala

05.09.1883

Gambia

17.09.1883

British Guiana, Tobago

01.10.1883

Hawaii

01.11.1883

ISalvador

09.11.1883

Canada

18.12.1883

Haiti

01.01.1884

Brazil, British India

01.03.1884

Bulgaria, Peru

27.05.1884

Ecuador

28.08.1884

Nicaragua

01.09.1884

Egypt

01.01.1885

Uapan

23.07.1885

French Colonies

28.09.1885

Siam

15.12.1885

Mexico

01.04.1886

all remaining UPU members




The Norway-Sweden
Agreement 1879

o Norway joins UPU optional agreement 1879

o Sweden joins UPU optional agreement 1883

o Joint Norway-Sweden agreement 1879
domestic reply cards accepted mutually

Norway Ist domestic reply card at 2x6 Ore - rate from
01.01.1877 — 31.12.1884 - used in exchange with Sweden.
The card was initially mailed from Norway on
29.01.1883 and returned from Sweden on 19.02.1883. The
double card is made up out of two cards with identical
layout and inscription not mentioning the specific

purpose.
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Confusion during the
«Ophonol Perlcd» ) ) |

B UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE ; E“" :

POST CARD—GREAT BRITAIN & IR]‘"L’@?D FL

(GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRLANDE) 'CU"J_
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'Brev Kort

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.
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- : e To Brazil from the UK on 23.03.1883: Brazil

did not join the special agreement for the
mutual acceptance of reply cards until
21.05.1884. Marked the card as «not
transmissible to».

1879 Norway 10 Ore posted for return from
Great Britain on 30.12.1881: Since Great Britain
did not join the «Special Convention» until 1883
the card was rejected according to UPU rules
and marked «Not Transmissible Abroad».



Confusion during the
«Op’nonol Penod»
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German reply card returned 18.11.1879 (Julian) from Russia. The
German incipium was not accepted for payment, since Russia
did not join the «special agreement» and not acceped foreign
reply card before 1886. The card was then uprated by 3 Kopecks
for the international postcard rate. Rejected again, another 4
Kopecks were added to cover the 7 Kopecks UPU letter rate.

WELTPOSTVEREIN. (UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE.)
POSTKARTE AUS DEUTSCHLAND.

(ALLEMAGNE.)
Antwort,  (Réponse.)

Same card, same countries, still not 1886
yet — no trouble.



1885 Lisbon & 1891 Vienna

o 1885: all members must accept
reply cards in incoming mail as
for return

o 1891: all member must issue
reply cards and allow sending
them




Timeline

Pre-History: 1850s-1875

1850s 1865 1869 1875

First cards «Open 1st postcard ~ GPU standardized
Send as Cards» Issued in rate for
printed intruduced Austria & international
matter in Germany Hungary use

———

1872
Introduction of
reply cards in

the
German States

1879 1886 1892 1906
UPU agreement End of All UPU member Search for
on voluntary «optional period» must alternatives leads
acceptance in - mandatory Issue to the
international mail acceptance reply cards introduction of
IRCs

After Story

~1960 - ~1978
Practise of mutual
acceptance of reply cards
within the French PTT
(FR, AND, MCO)

30.06.1971
Reply card
service under
UPU regulations
is seized

Core History: 1872-1971



30.06.1971: Last day of reply cards In
international mail

Robert Kamiyama
# PL@. Bex 65
i Koza City, Okinawa
| RYUKYU [ SLANDS




Thank youl!

Eric Scherer
eric.scherer@bdph.de

The Postal History of the

The Postal History of the
Universal Postal Union

Universal Postal Union

The Postal Card The Postal Card

Worldwide Worldwide
1869 - 1974 1869 - 1974

Recommended Reading

Volume 1 Volume 2

The Postal History of the Universal Postal Union:
The Postal Card (Worldwide) 1869-1974
By James Peter Gough RDP FRPSL

Retail price £115, Members Price £105. RPSL
Shop

James Peter Gough roe rrest

James Peter Gough ror mest




